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Environmental water in Australia 
1. The Australian context 
2. Our approach to environmental water 
management 






Mississippi versus Murray 
Mississippi Murray 
Length 2,320 km 2,375 km 
Watershed 2,981,076 km2 1,061,469 km2 
Discharge per year 12,743 m3/s  767 m3 
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1. The Australian context 
2. Our approach to environmental water 
management 
3. Climate change & the way forward 
The Australian approach 
A) The Australian Environmental Water 
Management Report 2010 
 
B) The FLOWS method 
Australian Environmental Water  
Management Report 2010 
What is environmental water? 
 
“Environmental water is the water 
regime provided to achieve 
environmental objectives” 
A simplified representation of the environmental-consumptive 
spectrum within a water resource 
 
The four elements of the environmental water 
management framework 
 
The FLOWS method 
FLOWS assessments in Victoria 
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 A common division of economic & environmental water 
 
Websites  
• Alluvium – www.alluvium.com.au 
• NWC – www.nwc.gov.au 
• Victorian Catchment Management Council.. 
– www.vcmc.vic.gov.au 
• FLOWS method – ‘google’ it 
